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Introduction 

 

 Today we will explore why we say the Bible as authority and is a powerful book in our 

lives.  We will also discuss what it means to be a “Bible-shaped people” and sort through some 

of the unhelpful approaches to reading and interpreting the Bible.  

 

Read Isaiah 55:1-11 (read from book) 

 

 This text helps us explore the Bible’s authority. God welcomes the Israelites to be 

nourished and sustained by God’s Word. God creates an everlasting covenant with the people.  

And God reminds them: “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 

than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  

 What other people or things have authority in or over your life? Where do these get their 

authority from? Lutherans speak of the Bible having authority. What do you think that means?  

 Lutheran say the Bible has authority because of what the Bible does-it reveals God’s 

grace in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Through it, God speaks to us. The Bible’s 

authority and power do not belong to the book itself. Its power comes from God.  

 

Watch DVD 

 

 Look at vision statement on page vii-Opening the Book of Faith. Being fluent in the Bible 

is like being fluent in a foreign language. What kinds of things happen when we are fluent in a 

language?  What do you think it means to be “fluent in the first language of faith, the language of 

Scriptures”? (book page 8) 

 

Open the Book (page 14) 

 

 We run into trouble when we forget that the Bible is God’s Word, not ours. We need to 

approach Scripture with humility, confident that God will speak through the texts. Let’s look at 

some of the unhelpful approaches to the Bible:  

¶ reading without the help of the community of Christ (14-15) 

¶ reading without understanding the historical contexts that helped create the Bible 

(15) 

¶ reading with limited expectance or no expectancy at all (15-16) 

¶ reading without careful attention to the complex nature of the Bible (16) 



 -allowing diverse and conflicting readings to obscure the primary function of the Bible-  

  that God is speaking through Jesus Christ to create faith. (16-18) 

 -neglect-not reading, listening to, or engaging in conversation about the Bible (18) 

 

Which is the most challenging to avoid? 

How do we understand being  a  Bible-shaped people? 

 

Connect to Life 

When we open the Bible, our book of faith, on a regular basis we discover that it intersects with 

our individual and corporate lives in amazing ways. Through it, we are called, renewed, 

enlivened, empowered, and sent into the world in Jesus’ name.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


