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Wednesday, February 17

| WOW will meet at 5:30 PM and a Holy Baptism will follow at 6:30.
Twins, Ella Grace and Ronan Tallant, children of Naomi and

# $% & Patrick Gardner will be baptized. We welcome this family into the
' Lord’s family and our community. Patrick and Naomi Gardner
were looking for a small neighborhood community church with
family friendly services. Naomi (Peters) once attended CLC and
( has returned after a long hiatus. She works as a teacher in Albany. Patrick grew
up in the Presbyterian church in Davis. The Gardner family appreciates the open
) * welcome we have received from the church. Sponsors will be Nobuko Vicars and
+ $ Barbara Greene.
i Our traditional Ash Wednesday service at 7:30  will include Holy Communion.
: H#.

Worship begins at 7:30 PM
Our weekly Lenten services will begin on Wednesday,
February 24, 7:30 PM with Holden Evening Prayer of Marty
Haugen. This liturgy is a favorite of the congregation. Short
readings from Luther’s Catechism will enrich the service.
Please add this service to your weekly discipline and you will
be blessed in your attendance. There is a sign-up sheet
available for lay participation in leading the liturgy and in
reading.
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Changes are afoot with Thrivent, but we are assured that there is still
money to be had to support our work.
! Saturday, February 20 , the board for the Contra Costa Chapter of
#3$ Thrivent will hold a meeting at Christ Lutheran . All interested
% & : ) members are invited to come and meet the board and learn about
*+  ( the different projects happening in the coming months throughout the
yoood chapter. It is the board that provides funding for our Souper Center
! Sandwich project.
"+
- ¥ Do you have a project for which you would like to seek funding?
Please contact Bertha Rohrbach who has been serving as the lead
* Congregational Coordinator for CLC and will continue working as a
liaison for these kinds of community funding needs.
,- Light refreshments will be
/ » Thrivent Financial for Lutherans® served for the meeting from
o # 8 C Let’s thrive: 9:00 - 11:00
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Sign Ups
Please see the sign—up sheet in the Feb. 11 Rachel Brunette
Fellowship Hall for liturgy leaders and Feb. 13 Destiny Andrews
readers during the Lenten Season, Feb. 15 Allyson Jagoda
beginning Feb. 24. Brandon Osman
Feb. 18 Lauren Todd
$ & %( Feb. 20 Chris & Dave Todd's
Although The Lutheran has been Anniversary
eliminated from the budget, we encourage Feb. 25 Lucy Rhome
you to order it online or through the ' Halz Grosenheider
church office. The cost is $17.95 per year. y
However, the February edition has Feb. 26 Darcy Chellew
arrived and you can pick a copy up from Feb. 27 Kaye Fuglestad
the credenza in the Crossings. Feb. 29 Chris Merrifield




I "#$ % &

Music is an important expression in every aspect of our
lives: joy and lament, peace and pain, trust and fear,
gladness and sorrow, friendship and anger. | don't think we
will ever stop singing. In worship and community, music
will replace division with unity, carry us through from
sorrow to joy, and strengthen us in our journey from trials
to peace.

For now — as we adjust to change now that we have no
choir director — our music makers are looking at this time of
change as a season of opportunity. Some of our musicians
met some days ago to discuss how we will assist the
congregation in singing their song. We came up with some
ideas on how to keep the song alive at Christ Lutheran Church.

THE CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH CHOIR: a long and rich tradition was established by our "forbears"
in this congregation. That tradition will continue on a lighter schedule, with the choir singing two or more
Sundays each month (with the summer off). Rehearsals will be adjusted to meet the needs of the
reduced singing schedule. A rotating team from the choir will help decide which anthems to sing and
whether the songs can be sung without a director. For the songs that need a director, we'll call on one
of our own to lead us — spreading the responsibility out to keep the task manageable.

THE BELL CHOIR: Melissa Vainio continues to lead our Bell Choir, and plans to increase the frequency
of bell anthems to at least once per month. The Bell Choir will also lend their gifts to other liturgical
segments of worship, as they recently did in our Psalm a couple of weeks ago. The added richness
helps us sing our song!

THE NEW INTER-GENERATIONAL CHOIR: We're going to establish a new singing group, using
voices of all ages. We're planning on a once-a-month choir in which children and grown-ups sing
together, all of us learning from each other and together. Our rehearsals will be a mid-day social event
on a Saturday with games, food, and — of course — singing. Members of this choir need only commit to
one rehearsal for a song to be sung in worship the following day. Leadership for this choir has the same
commitment. Some of our music for this choir will come from within our own membership, while other
songs will come from resources designed for intergenerational choirs. Anyone can sing with us, play
with us, eat with us in this unique rehearsal and social event.

HYMNS AND LITURGY: | am so grateful to the musicians who will bring their gifts to the congregation’s
song — the guitars and bass guitars, drums, flutes, and bells expand our variety in song. We're hoping
to establish a monthly (minimum) jam session in which we look over the music for upcoming worship
services. Would you like to come along? We still need to establish time and place for the jam sessions,
but we'll keep you posted.

If you have questions, comments, or ideas, please feel free to share them with me (arlin@aasness.com
or cell 510-325-6673) or with Pastor Sharon.(pastor@christlutheranelcerrito.org or cell 510-967-4081)

And thanks for singing your song with us in worship.

--Arlin Aasness
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Hello! My name is Tuhina Rasche (pronounced: two he na), and I'm
incredibly excited to be the teaching parish student at Christ
Lutheran. I'm looking forward to learning about your faith community
and how you interact and communicate God's love and grace within
the greater community of El Cerrito.

| grew up in Denver, Colorado as the daughter of two devout Hindu
parents. Nearing the end of high school, my family moved to rural
South Carolina. | attended Clemson University both for an
undergraduate degree in French and International Economics and for
graduate course work in Rhetoric and professional Communication. It
was at Clemson where | met my husband, Karl. | also worked for a
time in the field of economic development for Fluor Daniel in
Greenville, SC.

During my time in South Carolina, the Holy Spirit began to move within me. Growing up in a Hindu
home, the Lutheran Church was a new experience; | am forever grateful for my friends involved in
campus ministry who invited me to church for the first time. Later, Karl and | began worshiping together,
which began to fuel a curiosity and interest in the church.

In the midst of this faith journey, Karl and | moved to California when Karl was hired as a software
engineer for Dreamworks Animation. We lived in Glendale, CA, which is just north of Los Angeles. While
living in Glendale, Karl and | joined Salem Lutheran Church. | was baptized at Salem on May 6, 2007. |
then took some time to discern what a call to ministry meant to me, with part of that discernment
happening at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, CA. After much prayer and deliberation, Karl
and | decided to move to the bay area so | could attend PLTS. Karl was able to transfer to Dreamworks
Animation's bay area office.

When we're not at work or school, Karl and | enjoy riding our bicycles, cooking, walking, and reading.
Karl and | are very excited to be a part of the faith community here! We look forward to getting to know
you! (Tuhina will be with us on Wednesdays night and Sunday mornings.)

We continue to invite you to help (
earthquake victims in Haiti /)"
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