FOCUS ON CHRIST

September 7, 2008

Christ
Lutheran
Church

A Christ-caring com-
munity
780 Ashbury Avenue

El Cerrito, CA

(510) 524-1050

Sharon D. Lubkeman,
Pastor.
Terry Jensen,
Choir Director.
Arlin Aasness,
Organist.
Melissa Vainio,
Bell Choir Director.
Wes Telyea,
Intern
Iben Herby,

Parish Assistant.

We are on the web!

christlutheranelcerrito.org

%W $

#$ % & ! o
+ * + # " # -

) TRt 1+ g

GOD’S PEOPLE GROW IN THE WORD!

Following the ELCA churchwide initiative called Book of Faith, we will commit to en-
gage in efforts to become more fluent in the first language of faith, the language of Scrip-
ture, in order that we might live into our calling as a people renewed, enlivened, empow-
ered, and sent by the Word. This is our invitation to engage in this vision. Through this ini-
tiative, we will be called to experience more fully the power of the Word and to recall or
learn anew the Lutheran approaches to Scripture that have been so fruitful over the centu-
ries.

The Sunday morning adult class will begin by exploring the first book offered in this ini-
tiative, Opening the Book of Faith. The first session will explore how Lutherans think of
God’s powerful Word and why we talk of the Bible as a Book of Faith. The second session
will introduce us to Lutheran insights to help us open up the Bible. The third session will
introduce us to four approaches to studying the Bible that can be used to deepen and
broaden our experience in Bible study. During the remaining four sessions we will do four
Bible Studies, one from Exodus, Jeremiah, John, and Romans. Please consider participating
in this time of learning on Sunday morning at 8:45 in the Library.

Beginning in October at 11:30 in the Library Intern Wes will facilitate “The Lutheran
Course’. If you have not had the opportunity to be a part of this class before, you should
take advantage of this time to explore the core believes of our Lutheran faith. A short video
presentation will kick off a discussion each week.

Consider joining the ‘Books of the Month Club’. Those who join commit to reading two
books of the Bible a month as a part of their devotional life. This is approximately four
chapters a day. Introductions to each book will be made available each month to assist in
reading. Opportunities for group discussion on an informal basis will be made available
once a month. Time and date to be announced.

Women of the Church begin a new Bible Study-‘The Hidden Hand of God’, wisdom sto-
ries from Ruth, Daniel, and Esther. The hidden hand of God refers to God’s presence and
action even when these are often not apparent to us. Seeing how God acts in indirect, be-
hind- the -scenes ways, often through unlikely people, will give us the opportunity to reflect
on how God sometimes seems hidden in our own lives or in the lives of those we love and
how we are called to live when we do not feel God’s presence. The women will meet the
third Tuesday of the month at 1:00 at the church and 7:00 at the home of Pastor Sharon.
Please consider this learning experience.
Introduction to Genesis-Book of the Month.
Part One: The “Pre-History”, “The Sovereign Call of God”, Genesis 1:1-11:29
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2008/ 2009 THEME - ‘GOD’S KIDS CELEBRATE’ ....... all through the church year!

God’s Kids Celebrate on Wednesday night at 5:30!
-Learning about the seasons of the church year
-Using art and music to express our faith
-Hearing stories from the Bible
-Worshipping together
-Sharing a simple meal with family and friends

God’s Kids Celebrate on Sunday morning!
-Giving thanks to God in worship
-Taking part in worship
-Hearing a kid’s message
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WEDDING BELLS!
Yesterday at Christ Lutheran, Jan O’Connell and Lance Lidgard were united in marriage. The couple will be residing
in Walnut Creek. God’s richest blessings on their new life together.

Last Sunday afternoon Ellen Graves and Kris Whitten were united in marriage. Congratulations and God’s richest
blessings always.

Happy Anniversary to Scott and Carol Freer.

Today is the 30" Anniversary of National Grandparents Day

Did you know that 4 million children in 3 million households are being raised by their grandparents? Would you be sur-
prised to learn that more than 5 million children live in a household with a grandparent present? It seems that grandmas
and grandpas, formerly in the business of "spoiling" grandchildren, are taking on additional responsibilities that involve
raising their children's children. For all that those grandparents do, we celebrate the accomplishments and contribu-
tions of our senior citizens on Grandparents Day. Call your Grandparent today to say thank you. Take a Grandparent
to school or work this week. Visit a nursing home to honor Grandparents.

The Navajo Lutheran Evangelical Mission

Our church supports the Navajo Mission in Rock Point, Arizona. The Mission has a school with 70 children, kin-
dergarten through 6th grade, a new Health Care Center, a Food Bank, and a Thrift Shop.
You can help support our Mission by saving "Labels for Education" which can be found on Campbell soup can labels
and other Campbell products, on General Mills cereals (like Cheerios), Pepperidge Farm Crackers, Kleenex, and others.
heck the bulletin board for more information.
This year the Mission was able to cash in these labels for a brand new Dodge mini-van, several digital cameras, a projec-
tor to use with computer DVDs and software presentations, a large wall screen, interactive world globes and wall maps,
sports equipment, several books and video tapes.
So, please save those labels! Give them to Sylvia or place them in the container under the mail boxes. (Www.nelm.org)
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Financial Update as of 8/31/08 | | Intern Fund as of 8/31/08 %%%%%%%%%

General HARP Actual 865 aﬁb Happy Birthday
Actual 111,695 10,091 Needed 2500 (Before Dec. 31,
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as\p Sept. 10 Ardis Arnestad
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Needed 115,059 8,077

""Last chance to get your picture and notes in the new directory. 8\ Sept. 12 Dennis Mower 8\
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