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          In Holy Baptism, we hear this  promise: “You have been sealed 
with the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ and for-
ever.”  
              On this All Saints Day we remember these forever promises of our Baptism. We 
remember those saints, both living and dead, who have been a blessing to our lives.  We 
remember especially today those who have left this year for their eternal home in the pres-
ence of their faithful God: Roy Mespelt, Ernie Jacobsen and Verna Wegner. During 
prayers, we invite you to give thanks for those who have blessed your life in a special way.  
Thanks be to God for the lives of the saints! 
 
Very special thanks to those who made our Talent Show and Silent 
Auction such a success.  
            Chris Merrifield and Iben Hørby- Merrifield  for organizing the Silent Auction. 
              Pat Cosgrove for bringing the Talent Show together and hosting it.  
              Becky Osman for hosting the refreshments time. 
              All who brought items and gifts for the Silent Auction. 
              All who were willing to participate in displaying their talent for the show. 
Thanks to all for coming! The result of the day brought $ 1500 to our 60th Anniversary Pro-
jects.! 
 

Next Week-‘Let us talents and tongues employ’   
            We will hear from a few of our faithful about their ministry in daily life and  
            how it is this community and their faith supports them each day.       
            We will consider how we will share our time and talents in the year ahead 
for the  ongoing work of the ministry at Christ Lutheran.    
 
Lay Leadership Forum, Saturday, November 8th, 9-4 at St. John's Lutheran 
Church in Sacramento. Titled "Visions for the Future"  
 
Pastor Sharon would like to invite you to join her at  the event includes a keynote address 
by Bishop Holmerud followed by an opportunity for congregations to share ministries-
successes and failures. Workshops will be available in two sessions on the following 
topics: 
Faith Formation; Honoring the Past while moving into the Future; 
Opening the Book of Faith; Needs-Based Evangelism, Growing Mission 
Together (Pastor Sharon); Leading with a Vision for Mission; The 
Catechumenate. Cost is only $25 which includes lunch and materials, and 
resource list. 
Please contact Pastor Sharon if you are interested in attending. Need to register soon! 
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What is God up to in the lives of the saints of Christ Lutheran? 
 
This week-Part 1 from Leigh and Ivy -‘Volunteering to Rebuild New Orleans – 2008’ 
 
             This year there were six in our group. We couldn’t go in April and didn’t want to go in the summertime when 
the heat and humidity are at their worst, so we went in October. We stayed at Camp Hope, a converted middle school, 
out in the St. Bernard parish twenty miles east of downtown and drove every day to our work site in the shadow of the 
Superdome. 
               Our assignment was a three-house build which had been started by a professional crew who laid the houses’ 
foundations and set the piers about a foot higher than the high water mark in that part of town. We soon learned that we 
were the first volunteer crew to work on the houses because we had to wait our first day for the Habitat for Humanity 
area supervisor to bring the keys so our crew boss could open the two ocean-going containers where the tools and mate-
rials were stored. Working from 7:45 in the morning until 3 in the afternoon for five days, we placed termite shields over 
the piers, set the rim and floor joists, and nailed down the subfloor, and we worked up a good sweat while cutting those 
many boards and pounding those many nails. 
              On our first day we learned that ours was a high profile project underwritten by a celebrity who would be com-
ing to check on its progress a week following our departure. On our last day we learned the name of the celebrity. He is 
talk show host David Letterman. 
              He’s not the only celebrity helping to rebuild New Orleans. Brad Pitt and philanthropist Steve Bing have begun 
a project called “Make It Right” and each pledged five million dollars to build 150 new homes in the city's Lower Ninth 
Ward. We drove right by the project every day on our way to work and saw how unique each house is. Go to www.
makeitrightnola.org to have a look at them for yourself. 
               I should mention here that our trip was not all work and no play. Every day after work we gathered at the ice 
cream freezer in a local Walgreens and treated ourselves to Häagen-Dazs ice cream bars and pints of delicious Blue Bell 
ice cream, and one night we ate out at Chef Emeril Lagasse’s restaurant in the French Quarter, Nola. 
               On our last day we revisited Musicians’ Village, where we spent so much time last year, so that my cousin 
from Miami, who was part of our group this year, could take some photographs. There we found one of our favorite peo-
ple, Smokey Johnson, who was Fats Domino’s drummer in the 50’s and 60’s and who worked with us last year sorting 
nails. We didn’t want to knock on his door, but when a neighbor learned why we were taking the photos, he urged us to 
say hello to Smokey and took us by the hand to see him. Smokey was down the street sitting in his mobility scooter su-
pervising the decoration of a flood-damaged house for Halloween. He greeted us warmly and thanked us for helping him 
to live out his days in a nice house in the city he loved, and he said we should never visit New Orleans again without 
knocking on his door and saying hello. 
    Do people appreciate the work that Habitat for Humanity volunteers do? You bet they do! 
    Will we be returning for more volunteer work in New Orleans? You bet we will! 
    Will you come with us? 
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���������������������������������������� Next Week   flowers: Lysle Patterson     coffee hour: no one (Please call the office to sign up)�

Coming Events 
Monday, Nov 3, 9 am-2 pm                    Senior Center 
Monday, Nov 3, 6:30 pm                        Opera Class 
Monday, Nov 3, 7 pm-8:15 pm               Yoga 
Tuesday, Nov 4.                                      Election Day 
Wednesday, Nov 5                                  WOW, Bell Choir, Choir 
Saturday, Nov 8, 9am                              Men’s Breakfast             

Financial Update as of 10/26/08 
 
             General              HARP 
Actual  134,204              10,906 
Needed 141,358               9,923 

Intern Fund as of  10/26/08 
 
 
Actual    2830 
Needed  2500 (Before Dec. 31) 

Thank you for your generosity! 


