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                          1:00 at the church; 7:00 at Pastor’s home  
 

A Note from Pastor Sharon 
 
              The faithful giving of this congregation through the years is an indication of the 
commitment to the mission before us as proclaimed in our Mission Statement: God calls us 
to live and share the amazing love and grace of Jesus Christ with all people. “All people” 
includes those we cannot reach alone but through the efforts of our Church-wide agencies. 
Thank you for your faithful and generous giving! 
              Today we dedicate our commitments to giving for the mission of the church in 
2009. While there is much around us that is uncertain and temporary, the mission of God is 
eternal.  God calls congregations to mission. With a clear vision of that mission before us 
we can be assured that God will supply the money for the mission through us.  God wants 
each of us to recognize our blessings and to be a blessing to others.  May we be good and 
generous stewards of God’s gifts to us- the gift of life, the gift of generosity, the gift of mis-
sion and the gift of hope. Please place your commitment card in the offering plate. A prayer 
of dedication for these gifts will be included in our prayers.   
 
Thank you good and faithful stewards! 
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“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
Matthew 6:21 

I’ll admit it stewardship is one of those topics which is not always easy to think about, and is certainly even less comfort-
able to talk about.  Everyone knows the church has building and maintenance costs that need to be paid for, and everyone 
knows money does not grow on trees.  With the economy on the downslide and with the future so uncertain the question 
this year, as we prepare to pledge what we will be donating towards the church, seems to be: How much should I give?   
 
I am not sure how one is even to begin and answer that question, because Jesus himself seem to say different things.  To 
a rich ruler who asks Jesus, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus responds that he must sell all 
of his possessions and distribute the money to the poor (Luke 18:18-25).  But, to Zacchaeus, the tax collector, Jesus is 
pleased with only half of his possessions (Luke 19:1-10).  And, again if we looked some more we would find that Jesus 
was even pleased with the widow who gave only two small coins which total was less than a penny (Mark 12:41-44).  
 
So, as the psalmist wrote, “What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me (Psalm 116:12)?”  I am not sure it is 
as easy as finding some magical amount, and then donating it.  I think the point in these stories, which we hear Jesus tell 
us, is that God loves cheerful givers (2 Corinthians 9:7).  I also think the point Jesus is trying to show here is that giving 
is part of worship.  I am reminded of the Magi who traveled for days just to be able to give gifts to the newborn Christ 
(Matthew 2:1-12).  So too do we give, and pledge to the church, as an act of worship, even in times of economic distress.  
We give not because we have to give, we give because we can.   
 
Wes Telyea 
                                                      
                                                     The Gospel of Mark!  
The end of the Church year is fast approaching and before you know it, year B, the year of Mark, will begin.  So join us 
for Bible study as we look at the Gospel of Mark.   
When: Sunday Mornings at 8:45 am in the Library beginning November 30th!  
Don’t forget to bring your Bibles 
 
Wes  
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             Thank you for your generosity! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECK THE NEW MISSION BOARD IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 
-and continue to sign up for opportunities available through the year. If you are in an INNKEEPER group, please trans-
fer information to the master sheet on the board. This is a work in progress. Thank you for your faithful service. 
INNKEEPERS - Please continue to sign up for the month you are willing to service 
 
 

Coming Events 
Monday, Nov 17 , 9 am-2 pm                  Senior Center 
Monday, Nov 17 , 6:30 pm                      Opera Class 
Monday, Nov 17, 7 pm-8:15 pm              Yoga 
Tuesday, Nov 18, 1 pm & 7 pm               Women’s Text Study      
Wednesday, Nov  19.                               WOW, Bell Choir, Choir 
Saturday, Nov 22, 8-10 am                      Walk, Bike or Run 60 Miles 
Saturday, Nov 22, 3 pm                           Choir Reunion and Rehearsal 
Sunday, Nov 23, 11:30 am                      CLC 60th Celebration Dinner

Financial Update as of 11/09/08 
 
             General              HARP 
Actual    142,532            11,271 
Needed   147,933           10,385     

Intern Fund as of  11/09/08 
 
 
Actual    3210 
Needed  2500 (Before Dec. 31)          ���������	
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